THE TOWER

rising distinction in the French Army. Six French brigades
marched abreast to the first assault of X eerwinden. Berwick,
who commanded the two centre brigades, carried the village
and drove the enemy to its farther end. But the heavy fire
in the open ground on either side of the village led the four
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brigades on the right and left to crowd into it, and the whole
force, taken at this disadvantage, was counter-attacked on
both flanks by the allies and driven out, leaving Berwick and
the survivors of his command to their fate. " I found myself
at last,'* writes Berwick,1 " completely cut off. Seeing this,
I resolved to escape, if possible, by the plain, and having taken
out my white cockade, passed for an officer of the enemy/'

1 Memoirs, p. 113.
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